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INTRODUCTION 
 
Between the process of subdividing land for new homes and the 
issuing of a permit to build a home, comes the task of extending 
services to a residential lot.  The services that need to be extended 
include water, sewer, and roads.  Once these services are in place 
the lot becomes buildable.  In other words, the permit to build the 
house can be obtained. 
 
This section of Development Trends looks at single family 
residential development within the fringe portions of the Wichita 
urbanized area at the point that land has been zoned, subdivided, 
and services extended. It does not address infill development due 
to the difficulty of determining the availability of vacant lots in 
older core area subdivisions, but tracks the supply of and demand 
for “full service, single-family building lots” in the major growth 
areas.  Full service single-family building lots are defined as 
those lots, which are zoned for single family residential use and 
have the following municipal services: public water, public 
sewer and paved streets.  Vacant lots which do not exhibit all 
four of these conditions are not considered full service lots or 
buildable lots and, therefore, are excluded.  
 
The change in available buildable lots is determined by adding to 
the number of existing buildable lots (at the beginning of the time 
period), the number of new residential lots that have had sewer, 
water, and streets built during the twelve-month reporting period.  
Then, subtracted from that number are the number of building 
permits for single family homes on similar lots that were issued 
during the same time period.  This is done because these lots have 
been “used up” and, hence, are removed from the total remaining 
inventory of available lots. 
 
The information on municipal services available to vacant 
residential lots is provided to the Planning Department by the 
Public Works Department, Engineering Division, of the City of 
Wichita.  Information on the number of single family building 
permits issued is provided by the City’s Office of Central 
Inspection and the Sedgwick County Code Enforcement 
Department. 
 
 
BUILDING LOT INVENTORY 
 
The map, charts, and tables present data on available residential 
building lots in the Wichita urbanizing, fringe area.  Data are 

2003 Vacant Lot 
Highlights 

 
1. There were 1,869 buildable, 

single family lots in and 
around Wichita added to the 
base inventory and 1,401 
building permits issued during 
2003.  This resulted in a net 
increase of 520 lots to the 
area's total supply based upon 
2003 development activity.  

 
2. The cumulative supply of 

single-family building lots in 
the seven statistical 
development areas in and 
around Wichita increased by 
19.0% during 2003 to 3,262. 

 
3. Including the activity of the 

last 12 months, the Wichita 
urbanized area currently has a 
3.4-year supply of vacant 
residential building lots, which 
is up from the previous twelve-
month period (3.1 years). 

 
4.  The seven urbanized 

statistical development areas 
have a supply of lots which 
range from 1.6 years in the 
Central area to 8.5 years in 
the North area.  

 
5.  The largest increase in full 

service lots was 531 added in 
the East development area 
followed by 477 added to the 
Northwest area. 
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displayed geographically at two levels: by each square mile and 
aggregated by the larger statistical development areas (i.e., North, 
Northeast, East, South, West, and Central).  Statistical 
development (or planning) areas are divisions of the Wichita 
metropolitan area and Sedgwick County which correspond to the 
data collection categories used in the Comprehensive Plan.    
  
Section map numbers are 4 digit numbers assigned to each square 
mile in Sedgwick County.  The sections surveyed for this report 
cover 87 square miles of the Wichita urbanized area and are shown 
in Figure 12.  No square miles were deleted from the last report 
even though some do not contain vacant buildable lots.  This is 
because they are in areas where development potential has not 
been fully realized.  Sections 4548, 4744, 4851, 5142, 5650, 5653, 
5744,  and 6350 have been added for 2003 as a result of activity in 
those square miles. 
 
Changes in the amount of building activity, by Wichita urbanized 
area, are portrayed in Figure 13.  This figure shows the number of 
new lots created, the number of building permits issued and the 
resulting number of available lots over the past three years.  Tables 
11 through 13 give the numerical totals for 2002 and 2003 plus a 
five-year average for the years 1998 to 2002.  The tables also show 
the percent change in each statistical development area for the 
three variables: lots added, permits issued, and the resulting 
number of buildable lots at the end of 2003. 
 
Table 14 describes the buildable lot supply for each of the 
statistical development areas.  The buildable lot supply is 
determined by adding to the base (carried over from the previous 
reporting period), the number of new lots created, then subtracting 
the number of building permits issued.  The supply of lots for all 
statistical development areas is 3.35, meaning that if platting and 
building trends experienced between January 1, 2003 and 
December 31, 2003 continue at the same rate, then a 3.35-year 
supply of vacant, developable lots exists in the Wichita urbanized 
area.  This compares to a 3.06-year supply in 2002. 
  
Figure 14 illustrates the number of single-family buildable lots 
from 1998 to 2003. 
 
Table 15 shows residential lot changes for the surveyed sections 
during 2003.  The table lists the number of building permits issued 
and the number of lots added to, or subtracted from, the inventory 
during the survey period.  The table also depicts the percent change 
in the inventory of buildable lots during the past year.

Figure 13 
Wichita Urbanized Area Buildable Lots 

Central Buildable Lot Activity
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East Buildable Lot Activity
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North Buildable Lot Activity
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Northeast Buildable Lot Activity
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Figure 13 (Cont’d) 
Wichita Urbanized Area Buildable Lots 
 

Northwest Buildable Lot Activity
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South Buildable Lot Activity
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Southwest Buildable Lot Activity
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Figure 14 

 

Total Single-Family Vacant Buildable Lots
in the Wichita Urbanized Area

3317
2923

3241
2985

2742

3262

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

Lo
ts

 



 Wichita-Sedgwick County Development Trends Report - 2004 26



 Wichita-Sedgwick County Development Trends Report - 2004 27

 

 
 


